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Preface 

Dear Student,  

 

The Allgemeine Studierendenausschuss (AStA) of the University of 

Rostock warmly welcomes you to the beautiful Hanseatic and university 

city of Rostock and to our university. The beginning of your studies is 

probably filled with excitement. You are surely curious about all the 

exciting things to discover in Rostock. Or maybe you have a lot of 

questions about finding a place to live. Maybe you’d prefer to go out and 

party or explore the city's cultural program. Whatever it may be – with 

this guide, we aim to give you an overview of various topics.  

 

We would like to introduce you to the city and its districts, the Student 

Services (Studierendenwerk), housing associations, the Kulturticket, and 

the cultural offerings, as well as provide a rough idea of pricing. If you still 

have questions after reading this guide, AStA is, of course, available to 

assist you with advice and support. We are your point of contact for social 

issues such as study financing or studying with children. We are here for 

you when it comes to questions about teaching and study organization. 

We focus on cultural topics and organize numerous events. We are 

committed to sustainability, political education, and issues concerning 

international students. We advocate for equality and fight against 

discrimination together with you. For all these areas, we have 

representatives who are always here for you.  

 

For now, we would like to wish you lots of fun and success in your studies. 

For the latest events, information, and more, feel free to follow us on 

Instagram (asta_unirostock) or visit our website (www.asta-rostock.de).  

 

 

 

 
Kind Regards - your 
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Tradition and Innovation – is the universities 

motto, which is embraced and taught in over 170 

different degree programs. Why not start your day 

at the Baltic Sea beach? It's always within your 

reach now. Living and studying where others go on 

vacation is a dream for many, but it’s now your 

reality. To make the start of  your studies easier and 

help alleviate any concerns, we’ve compiled 

everything important about living in the Hanseatic 

and University City of  Rostock in this guide. 

 

 

 

We are very pleased that you have chosen to study here. With over 600 years of 
history, the University of Rostock is the oldest university in the Baltic Sea region, 
and you are now a part of it. 
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Districts   

 

Overview: 

 

 

District Population 

Stadtmitte 21.013 

Kröpeliner-Tor-Vorstadt 19.029 

Hansaviertel 8.171 

Südstadt 15.057 

Reutershagen 17.143 

Biestow 2.916 

Gartenstadt/Stadtweide 3.164 

Gehlsdorf 5.365 

Brinckmansdorf 9.354 

Toitenwinkel 15.426 

Dierkow 13.449 

Evershagen 16.555 

Lütten Klein 17.127 

Groß Klein 13.463 

Schmarl 8.855 

Lichtenhagen 14.236 

Warnemünde 8.336 

© https://rathaus.rostock.de/Statistik/Stadtbereichskatalog/atlas.html 

The most important question when searching for accommodation always 
comes up at the beginning: "Where should I even move to?" You don’t 
really know the city yet! To help you make the right decision, we will briefly 
introduce all the key districts that might be relevant for you. 
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Stadtmitte 
 

The most populous part of Rostock 

includes the actual historic city 

center as well as the Steintor-

Vorstadt. In addition to the 

shopping street with many stores, 

there are numerous notable 

buildings, such as the main building 

of the University of Rostock and the 

Holy Cross Monastery. The city 

center is particularly suitable for students, as in addition to the main building, 

other important facilities like the administration building, several specialized 

libraries, and the book storage are located here. Furthermore, the city harbor, 

with its storage buildings, many seating options, and a fantastic view, invites you 

to end the day by the water with friends. The city center (Stadtmitte) is perfect 

for students – a mix of culture, leisure, and good transport connections. 

 

 

 

KTV 
 

The vibrant heart of the city is 

the KTV, named after the 

Kröpeliner Tor. Today, it forms 

the cities trendy district, filled 

with many bars, restaurants, 

and hip pubs. Colorful street art 

and charming old buildings characterize the area. Cultural offerings such as the 

Literaturhaus and small theaters provide plenty of variety. With the second 

highest population, mostly students, the KTV is a popular area to live in. Its 

proximity to the Ulmenstraße campus, Lindenpark, and the Ulme cafeteria, as 

well as excellent public transport connections (tram, bus, etc.), make the district 

particularly attractive to students. 

6 

© Hanse- und Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 

 

© Joachim Kloock, Hanse- und Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 
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The Hansaviertel is a small but popular residential area with villas and 

apartment blocks. With well-maintained historic buildings and green 

courtyards, it offers a relaxed atmosphere. Its centerpiece is the 

Ostseestadion, home to F.C. Hansa Rostock. The district is especially 

popular due to its excellent transport connections, shopping options, 

and its proximity to the Barnstorfer Wald, which offers many sports 

fields, an ice rink, and the Neptun swimming hall. Its closeness to various 

sports facilities and the University Medical Center makes the 

Hansaviertel particularly well-suited for medical and sports students. 

HANSA 
VIERTEL 

 

The southernmost district of  Rostock is very popular among students. 

Many university facilities, such as the Südstadt campus, the Südstadt 

University Library, and numerous student residences, as well as excellent 

transport links to the A20 highway, the central bus station (ZOB), and 

the main train station, make this area highly attractive for students and 

young families. The district is especially appealing to students of  the 

natural sciences due to the presence of  the Institutes for Biosciences, 

Chemistry, and Physics. It is also well-suited for students in fields such 

as mechatronics, mechanical engineering, and electrical engineering. 

S Ü D -  

 
STADT 

 

© Joachim Kloock, Hanse- und Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 

 

© Hanse- und Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 
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Named after the North German author Fritz 

Reuter, Reutershagen is primarily a mixed area 

of  single-family homes, large apartment 

buildings, and prefabricated housing blocks 

with numerous green spaces. Known for its 

peaceful and green surroundings, it offers an 

ideal living environment for students who 

appreciate a relaxed atmosphere. Due to its 

open layout, proximity to the city center, and 

good shopping options, Reutershagen is very 

popular. 

 

The former village Biestow has been a 

district of  Rostock since 1950, primarily 

consisting of  multi-family homes and rental 

apartments. It offers a relaxed atmosphere, 

away from the hustle and bustle of  the city. 

With the Barnstorfer Wald and the nearby 

Warnow Riverbank, Biestow provides ideal 

opportunities for nature lovers and sports 

enthusiasts. Its good public transport 

connections allow residents to quickly reach 

the city center and university locations. 

REUTERS 
H A G E N  

BIESTOW 

 

© Joachim Kloock, Hanse- und Universitätsstadt 
Rostock (Medienportal 

© Lea-Maj Massalski 
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GARTENSTADT 

As a purely residential and recreational area, Gartenstadt is 

primarily characterized by simple duplexes and townhouses. For 

students seeking peace and relaxation, Gartenstadt offers ideal 

living conditions. Tennis and sports facilities, as well as large parts of 

the Barnstorfer Wald with the Rostock Zoo and the "Tycho Brahe" 

Astronomical Station, are defining features of the district. Thanks to 

good transport connections, the city center can also be reached 

quickly. 

Gehlsdorf is considered a more upscale residential area, with 

partially renovated old villas and newly built homes. The district is 

especially known for its long waterfront promenade, featuring 

numerous yacht and sailing clubs, as well as a fantastic view of the 

Rostock city harbor. In the evenings, the view from here is 

breathtaking. The district could be well-suited for medical students, 

as it is home to the Clinic and Polyclinic for Neurology and the Center 

for Neurological Medicine. However, living in this area tends to be 

more expensive. 

GEHLSDORF 

© Joachim Kloock, Hanse- und 
Universitätsstadt Rostock 

(Medienportal) 

© Antje Sommer, Hanse- und 
Universitätsstadt Rostock  

(Medienportal) 
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BRINCKMANSDORF 

TOITENWINKEL 

The district named after the author John Brinckman, featuring the 

"Knallerballerweg," primarily consists of duplex homes and has the 

character of a typical suburban area. Brinckmansdorf is well-

connected to the public transport network. Several bus lines link the 

area to the city center and other important parts of the city, making 

daily commuting to the university and other facilities convenient. 

The city center is also easily reachable by bicycle. 

Toitenwinkel is one of the youngest residential areas in Rostock and 

is particularly attractive for students. Located in the southwestern 

part of the city, Toitenwinkel offers a mix of prefabricated buildings 

and new constructions, providing a wide range of living options. This 

diversity allows students to find both affordable rental apartments 

and more modern new builds that cater to the needs of young 

people. Tram connections to the city center ensure quick and 

convenient commuting. 

© Joachim Kloock, Hanse- und 
Universitätsstadt Rostock 
(Medienportal) 

© Fotoagentur nordlicht, Hanse- 
und Universitätsstadt Rostock 

(Medienportal) 
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DIERKOW 
The district of  Dierkow is 

divided into the 

subdivisions of  Dierkow-

West, Dierkow-East, and 

Dierkow-Neu. While 

Dierkow-West and -East are 

characterized by many 

single-family and duplex 

homes, Dierkow-Neu 

mainly consists of  

prefabricated living 

developments built in the 

1980s to meet the high 

living demand. The redevelopment of  upper floors, the presence of  green 

spaces, and the more open block layout have made the residential area more 

attractive. There are plenty of  shopping options, affordable rents, and good 

public transport connections via tram, making the district appealing to 

students as well. 

 

EVERSHAGEN 

Evershagen is also characterized 

by prefabricated construction. 

However, thanks to extensive 

renovations, improvements to the 

living environment, and the 

development of  new building sites, 

it has become an attractive 

location. Its good position near the 

city highway, solid connections to 

the public transport system, and relatively affordable rent prices make 

Evershagen a popular residential area for students. The district also features 

various sports facilities, schools, and social services, making it appealing for 

families as well. 

© Hanse- und Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 

© Denkmal Evershagen 



12 

 

 

LÜTTEN KLEIN 

Lütten Klein is one of  the largest districts in Rostock. It is well connected by the 

city highway, the S-Bahn, and public transport, with most buildings having been 

renovated. There are numerous shopping options, medical practices, and a cinema, 

making Lütten Klein an urban center in the entire northwestern part of  the city. 

Its good location and fair rental prices have also made it very attractive for 

students. 

 

GROß KLEIN 

Groß Klein is the youngest district in the northwest of  the Hanseatic city of  

Rostock. Overlooking the Unterwarnow, it offers a pleasant living environment 

that combines urban comfort with natural charm. The district borders the IGA 

Park to the south. Most of  the prefabricated buildings have been renovated, 

reduced in height, and equipped with balconies. Several bus and tram lines 

connect Groß Klein to the city center. The affordable rent prices make the district 

particularly attractive for students. 

 

SCHMARL 

Schmarl is a district in the northeast of  Rostock featuring a compact main center 

that includes a shopping mall, schools, and sports facilities. The prefabricated 

buildings are gradually being modernized. The district is particularly attractive due 

to its affordable rents and its proximity to the IGA Park and Warnemünde. Schmarl 

is mainly connected to the city center by bus lines. 
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The seaside resort of Warnemünde is one of the most northern districts 

of Rostock. It is a traditional spa town featuring a wide sandy beach over 

100 meters wide and several kilometers long, along with a distinctive 

maritime flair. Predominantly influenced by tourism, it attracts visitors and 

cruise ship passengers. However, for the locals of Rostock, Warnemünde 

is also one of the most popular areas of the city. Among other things, it is 

home to the Faculty of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering at the 

university. The district is very well connected by S-Bahn and bus. However, 

living directly by the Baltic Sea comes at a price. 

Lichtenhagen  
 

  

Warnemünde 

 

  

Lichtenhagen is one of the larger districts of the Hanseatic city. The area is 

connected to the S Bahn, tram, and city highway, allowing for quick access 

to Warnemünde and the city center. The district features two parks and is 

surrounded by many small gardens. The renovation of apartments is 

progressing well. Rental prices are often more affordable compared to the 

city center, making the district particularly attractive for students. 

Additionally, there are several student residences nearby that offer budget-

friendly rooms. 

© Lea-Maj Massalski 
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The aim of tenancy law is to establish a balanced relationship between 

the interests of tenants and landlords.  

 

As a young student, you often do not know what rights you have in 

relation to an apartment, what to look out for when signing a rental 

contract, or who to contact if there are problems with the apartment. For 

such concerns, there are numerous assistance services available in 

Rostock.  
 
One example is the Mieterschutzbund. This is a registered association 

that deals with the concerns of tenants and provides advice on tenancy 

law. It is also represented in Rostock, but consultations can be conducted 

nationwide by phone. However, it should be noted that the consultations 

are not free. You can find the prices on the websites of the respective 

associations.  

 

Here is a brief overview of some support services for questions related to 

tenancy law in Rostock: 

 

 Internet 

Mieterschutzbund e.V. mieterschutzbund.de 

Mieterhilfe e.V. mieterhilfeverein.de 

Deutscher Mieterbund 

Mieterverein Rostock e.V. 
mieterverein-rostock.de 

MieterEngel mieterengel.de 

Law Clinic Rostock e.V. lawclinicrostock.org 

 

 On the website www.mieterhilfeverein.de, you can also find the most 

frequently asked questions and their answers. 

 

 
  

TENANCY LAW 

Mietrecht
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 THE RENTAL AGREEMENT 

TYPICAL CONTENTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SECURITY DEPOSIT 

 amount of  the security deposit (by law, a maximum of  three months' 
base rent) and repayment conditions 

  

 

When signing a rental contract, there are several points you should pay 

attention to and that must be included in the contract. As a small help, 

we have listed some important contents of  a rental contract for you: 

RENTAL PERIOD 

 unlimited or fixed-term rental contract 

    RENT 

 amount of  the monthly base rent 

     

HOUSE RULES 

 compliance with house rules (noise control, pet ownership, waste 
disposal, quiet hours) 

UTILITY BILL 

 list of  utilities that need to be paid 

NOTICE PERIOD 

 details regarding termination 
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TYPICAL PROBLEMS 

  
  

Rental contracts can sometimes contain questionable clauses that may 

lead to problems later. To prevent this from happening to you, we have 

listed a few common issues here: 

 
 
 
RENT INCREASE 
 

 Unlawful Increases: The rent is increased without a legally valid reason, 

e.g., above the local comparative rent. 

 Incorrect Modernization Surcharge: The landlord demands higher rent 

due to modernizations that were not carried out or not legally justified. 

 
UTILITY BILL 
 

 Unclear Billing: The utility bill is incorrect or unclear. Hidden costs or 

excessively high flat rates are often an issue. 

 
SECURITY DEPOSIT AND REFUND 
 
 Unpaid Refund: The landlord does not refund the deposit after moving 

out, or only partially refunds it without providing clear reasons.  

 Excessive Deposit: The deposit exceeds the legally allowed three months' 

rent. 

 
DEFECTS IN THE APARTMENT 
 

 Unresolved Defects: Defects, such as mold or faulty heating, are not fixed 

after multiple requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions regarding tenancy law, you can also find information 

on the website of  the Federal Ministry of  Justice on topics such as 

rental contracts, rent increases, termination of  the tenancy, and 

much more. 
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THE 

STUDIERENDENWERK 

ROSTOCK-WISMAR 

D 
U 
T 
I 
E 
S 

The Studierendenwerk is responsible for 

supporting students at the universities of  

Rostock and Wismar in all areas. The tasks 

of  the Studierendenwerk include: 

• operating canteens and cafeterias 

• managing residence halls  

• study financing and financial aid 

(BAföG) counseling  

• social and psychosocial counseling  

• advocating for students’ cultural and 

social interests  

• providing childcare for students with 

children  

• fulfilling the needs of students with 

disabilities and chronic illnesses  

• and supporting international students 

and students who are refugees, 

asylum seekers, or immigrants 

© Studierendenwerk Rostock-Wismar 
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Dormitories in Rostock  

The topic of living is especially 
difficult for many students at the 
beginning – a new city, new 
people, and far away from family 
and everything familiar. For this 
reason, the Studierendenwerk 
offers affordable living places for 
a student. It maintains various 
residential complexes with over 
2,000 dormitory places (and the 
number is growing). Especially as 
a first year student, it's worth 
taking a dormitory place to get to 
know the city first and then look 

for apartments more selectively 
on the private rental market. The 
living situation in the Hanseatic 
city of Rostock is always a bit 
tense, especially at the start of 
the semester. If you have a 
dormitory place, you can calmly 
search for your dream apartment 
or shared flat in the coming 
semesters. With a dormitory 
place, you have one less worry 
and can start your studies and 
new chapter in life without stress.

   

The student dormitories are generally fully furnished with a bed, ward-

robe, shelf, desk, chair, and ceiling light. A TV connection and internet 

are also available. Typically, the student dormitories consist of  shared 

apartments with two, three, or four tenants who share a bathroom and 

kitchen. However, there is also the option to rent single rooms or indi-

vidual apartments. Accessible living space is available, but you should 

contact the Studierendenwerk directly for this.  

The cleaning of  the shared apartment is divided among the residents, 

while external companies handle the cleaning of  the stairways and 

building. The student dormitories are also equipped with laundry facili-

ties (washing machines and dryers) and sufficient bike parking spaces. 

Additionally, a limited number of  car parking spaces can be rented. 

Some dormitories also have a gym and offer other sports and leisure 

opportunities.  

In the following table, you will find a brief  overview of  the locations, 

the number of  dormitory places, and the rental prices of  the dormito-

ries. For more information, you can simply visit the homepage of  the 

Studierendenwerk. There you will find detailed information about the 

amenities, prices, and much more under "Student Housing”.  

 

Homepage Studierendenwerk: www.stw-rw.de 
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Overview: 

Adress Number of 

Places 
Rent in € 

Gerhart-Hauptmann-Straße 16  

Innenstadt 

56 302-377 

St.-Georg-Straße 101 

Innenstadt 

56 319-382 

St.-Georg-Straße 104-107  

Innenstadt 

60 265-395 

Ulmenhof  

KTV 

46 332-487 

Ulmenstraße 45a  

KTV 

70 365-378 

Möllner Straße 11/Haus 1, 2  

Lichtenhagen 

House 1: 105  

House 2: 108 

269-289 

Albert-Einstein-Straße 28/29  

Südstadt 

250 297-352 

Erich-Schlesinger-Straße 19  

Südstadt 

163 295-352 

Max-Planck-Straße, Haus 1-5  

Südstadt 

528 295-360 

Friedrich-Barnewitz-Straße 12  

Warnemünde 

101 312-322 

 

 

  

Whichever dormitory you choose, each has 
its advantages and sometimes a few 
disadvantages. Whether it’s good 
connections by tram or train to the 
university, direct proximity to the cafeteria 
and university library, or a short walk to the 
beach in Warnemünde. 
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PROS 

CONS 

 costs: cheaper than 
private rental 
apartments 
 

 quick to meet new 
people 
 

 practical facilities: 
laundry rooms, study 
rooms 
 

 simple administration 
 

 rent includes utilities 
(electricity, water, 
internet) 

 little privacy 
 

 noise disturbances 
 

 sharing bathrooms and 
kitchens 
 

 standard furnishing in 
the rooms  
 

 hard to get a spot: 
waiting lists 

DORMI 
TORIES 

The Dormitory St.-Georg-Str. 101 
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HOW DO I GET A PLACE  

AT A DORMITORY? 

If you want a place in a student dormitory of the Studierendenwerk 
Rostock-Wismar, you must first submit an application to the 
Studierendenwerk. Applications are processed in the order they are 
received. The later your application is submitted, the lower are your 
chances of getting a dormitory spot. Multiple applications are not 
given preferential treatment. Especially at the beginning of the 
semester, there is only a limited number of available dormitory places, 
and many students are looking to get one.  

The waiting time for a dormitory spot in Rostock is approximately 3 to 
6 months. So, you should act quickly. But don’t worry – sometimes 
students who have been allocated a spot withdraw shortly before the 
semester starts, deciding to attend a different university. This means 
that dormitory places often become available again at the start of the 
semester. 21 

A 
P 
P 
L 
I 
C 

Submit an application (this can be done online via the 
link or directly through the Studierendenwerk 
homepage). 

After submitting the online application, you will 
receive a confirmation email. 

Link: https://tl1.eu/SWHRO/#home 

As soon as a room becomes available for you, the 
Studierendenwerk will contact you by email. (So, make 
sure to check your inbox regularly.) 

Along with the email confirming your dormitory spot, 
you will receive the contract. 

  

  

  

  

A 
T 
I 

N 
O 
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Send the signed contract back to the 
Studierendenwerk (including the required 
documents). Required document: Enrollment/Study 
certificate (can be submitted later if  not yet 
available). 

The contract is only valid once the 
Studierendenwerk has also signed it (this usually 
happens after all documents have been submitted). 

You will then receive all the necessary information 
for your move-in from the Studierendenwerk. 

When do I have to apply? 

 

The allocation of dormitory places for the Rostock location for the winter 
semester begins each year on July 15.  

Applications for the: 

WINTER SEMESTER  

• Students of the University of Rostock from April 1 of the year 

• Students of the University of Music and Theatre from March 1 of the 
year  

SUMMER SEMESTER 

• Students of the University of Rostock from October 1 of the year 

• Students of the University of Music and Theatre from September 1 of 
the year 

  

  

  

C 
O 

T 

R 
A 
C 

 

N 

T 
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Private Dormitories 

In addition to the Studierendenwerk, some private companies also offer 

dormitory places. These are sometimes a bit more expensive than those 

provided by the Studierendenwerk Rostock. Below is a brief overview of the 

largest providers in Rostock: 

Dorm Number of Places Rent in € 

Südstadt  

Anbieter: “WIROtel” 

50 380-530 

An der Elisabethwiese  

Anbieter: “WIROtel” 

47x single rooms  

4x 3-room-apartments 

348-366 

Vögenstraße 2  

Anbieter:”Studinest” 

72x student-apartments  

à 26-64 m² 

482-912 

 

Student Associations  

and Fraternities 

In addition to dormitories, there are also numerous student fraternities and 

student associations in Rostock. Fraternities (Burschenschaften) are na-

tional-conservative student associations that are based on the principles of 

"Honor, Freedom, and Fatherland" from the original fraternity (Urburschen-

schaft) founded in 1815 near Jena. Almost all fraternities admit only men and 

only individuals with German citizenship. Nowadays, they are often per-

ceived as politically right wing or even far-right. 

Student associations often offer relatively affordable rent, a communal life-

style with many excursions, and other traditions. However, you should ap-

proach this with caution. Membership in a student association can bring sig-

nificant disadvantages. 
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Excessive alcohol consumption, outdated gender roles, and extreme political 

views contribute to a negative public image. Additionally, there are financial 

costs associated with membership. While as a student, you may only have to 

pay for your room, which could be fairly priced, but members are often re-

quired to continue funding their student association and its events even after 

graduation. Moreover, there is a significant time commitment required 

alongside your studies to participate in the numerous events, along with 

peer pressure. While it is possible to leave at any time, it is generally frowned 

upon. 

 

Independent Housing Companies  

Other important providers for apartments are the local housing companies. 

There are numerous offers from many different providers. Rental prices vary 

significantly depending on the housing company and the district, so it's 

worth comparing. Especially at the start of the semester, the private housing 

market in the Hanseatic city of Rostock can be tight. Student-friendly 1- and 

2 room apartments are particularly sought after and rare. Sometimes, it’s 

worth considering renting a 3- or 4-room apartment with a friend as a shared 

flat. 

Another important point is waiting lists. Even the large housing companies 

have waiting lists for apartments. It’s worth registering with several compa-

nies simultaneously as a housing seeker. You will be notified by the housing 

company as soon as an apartment becomes available.  
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Rostocks Independent Housing Companies: 

 Website Number of Apart-

ments 

WIRO Wohnen in Ros-

tock 

wiro.de ca. 35.000 

Wohnungsgenossen-

schaft WARNOW 

wg-warnow.de ca. 3.632 

Wohnungsgenossen-

schaft UNION 

union-rostock.de ca. 10000 

Baugenossenschaft Nep-

tun 

bg-neptun.de ca. 4.500 

Wohnungsgenossen-

schaft Schifffahrt-Hafen 

wgsh.de ca. 10.094 

Wohnungsgenossen-

schaft Marienehe 

wgmarienehe.de 

 

ca. 3.146 

Neue Rostocker Woh-

nungsgenossenschaft 

neue-rostocker.de ca. 1.182 

Wohnungsgenossen-

schaft Rostock-Süd 

wg-sued.de ca. 2.175 

  

Attend as many viewings and take advantage of  as many 
offers as possible, and you will find a suitable apartment 
relatively quickly. 

© WIRO mbH Rostock 

© WG Marienehe Rostock 
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 Shared Flat or Your Own Apartment? 

• privacy 
 

• design  
 you can decorate 
the apartment to 
your own taste 
 

• peace and quiet 
 no roommates 
who are too loud 
 

• learning 
responsibility 

B 
U 
T 

• higher costs 
 

• isolation  
 can quickly become 
lonely 
 

• workload  
 all household chores 
must be done alone 
 

• safety concerns  
 in emergencies, no one 
is nearby to help 

OWN APARTMENT 

SHARED FLAT 

• shared costs 
 

• social life  easier 
to make connections 
 

• division of  
household tasks 
 

• sharing experiences 
 e.g. cooking or 
DIY skills 

• less privacy 
 

• potential for conflict   
 differences in lifestyle 
or cleanliness 
 

• dependent on each 
other 
 

• limited ability to 
decorate 

B 
U 
T 
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TIPPS FOR APARTMENT HUNTING 

Finding an apartment doesn't always go smoothly and can 
sometimes take months. To help you find a place as quickly as 
possible, here are a few tips that may make your apartment 
search easier:  

1. Make a good impression with friendliness and a neat 
appearance. 

2. Read the rental contract carefully!!! 

 Read and review it thoroughly.  
 There might be strange clauses that could put you at a 

disadvantage later (see examples in the rental law 
section).  

3. Have all necessary documents ready. 

 Recent salary certificates, SCHUFA, parental 
guarantee.  

4. Be proactive. 

 Submit housing requests to housing associations.  

5. Use all available channels. 

 Use websites like immowelt, ImmoScout24, or wg-
gesucht.  

6. Optimize your search criteria. 

 If you’ve had no success for months, adjust your 
search criteria. 
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Once per semester Semester fee of 352 euros (subject 

to change) 

Monthly Expenses 

Rent (including utilities) ≈ 400 Euros 

Food ≈ 210 Euros 

Health Insurance, Medical Expenses ≈ 100 Euro 

Leisure, culture, sports ≈ 60 Euros 

Phone, internet, TV ≈ 40 Euros 

Clothing ≈ 50 Euros 

Miscellaneous ≈ 35 Euros 

Cost of Living 

monthl. costs: ca. 955 € 

source: https://www.welcome-center.uni-rostock.de/finanzierung/ 

WELCOME PAYMENT  

In Rostock, every student who has moved to the city 

specifically for their studies (and whose primary 

residence was not previously in Rostock) is eligible to 

receive a welcome payment of  €150. To claim this, you 

simply need to visit your local municipal office with your 

enrollment certificate, ID card or passport, and proof  of  

residence from your landlord. The welcome payment is 

definitely a small financial boost to help you start your 

studies, so be sure not to miss out on it. 

!!! Due to the lack of a legally binding and 
approved budget ordinance, applications 
for the welcome payment cannot be 
processed as of January 1, 2026. It is still 
unclear when payments will resume. 

© Fotoagentur nordlicht, Hanse- und 
Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 

 



 

 

  

CULTURE 

Since the winter semester of  2018/19, all 
students at the University of  Rostock have had 
access to the Kulturticket project. With your 
student ID, you can attend numerous cultural 
events for free, and each year, more cultural 
institutions join the program. 

The Volkstheater Rostock is the backbone of  the cultural life of  the 

university and Hanseatic city of  Rostock, offering a diverse program 

that includes musical theater, drama, dance theater, and concerts. 

Whether you're an art lover or a newcomer, the Kunsthalle Rostock is 

always worth a visit. Regularly changing exhibitions, including those 

by young artists, make it particularly interesting. This former prestige 

project of  East German cultural policy showcases the works of  

nationally and internationally renowned artists and photographers, 

with a focus on the Scandinavian and Baltic regions. 
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© Hanse- und Universitätsstadt Rostock (Medienportal) 
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Located in the heart of  the city, next to the universities main building, 

is the Kulturhistorische Museum. It houses an extensive collection of  

cultural and art history, focusing on bourgeois life in the Mecklenburg-

Vorpommern region. 

In the Hanseatic and university city of  Rostock, music and theatrical 

arts are not only consumed but also taught. The University of Music 

and Theatre (HMT) is one of  24 music conservatories in Germany. 

There are many public events to attend, ranging from orchestral music 

and operas to pop concerts. The former Franciscan monastery, where 

the HMT is housed, is also worth seeing. 

For those interested in modern music, the M.A.U. Club offers live 

concerts. From well-known bands to emerging talents from Rostock, 

the club provides a stage for artists across all genres. There are also 

regular workshops. 

The Youth Alternative Center (JAZ e. V.) gives young people the space 

to engage in youth culture, social activities, and organizational work. 

The Kulturticket offers access to many other venues and events. Feel 

free to visit the homepage for more information: 

www.kulturticket-rostock.de. 
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LEGAL DISCLOSURE 

Information according to the §5 DDG 
 
Studierendenschaft der Universität Rostock  
Teilkörperschaft des öffentlichen Rechtes  
AStA Universität Rostock  
Friedrich-Engels-Platz 6 
DE-18055 Rostock 

 

Represented by: 
 
Kiara-Nele Steppeling 
Vorsitzende/Chairman 

 

Contact 
 
Telephone: +49 381 4985601 
Fax: +49 381 4981185601 
buero.asta@uni-rostock.de 

 

VAT identification number according to §27A Umsatzsteuergestz 
 
079/144/04597 

Supervisory authority: 
 
University of  Rostock represented by Rector Prof. Dr. Elizabeth Prommer 
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